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(54) SAMPLE HOLDER AND EXPOSURE APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a sample holder 
capable of preventing slip of a sample on a stage when 
moving the stage, and an exposure apparatus capable of 
improving a throughput especially by increasing the rate 
of movement of a reticle stage by means of the 
integrated sample holder. 

SOLUTION: A sample holder comprises balance weights 

1 and tension springs 4, wherein each of the balance 
weight 1 is positioned forward and backward to a reticle 
R in the direction of movement of a reticle stage and 
rotatably supported on the reticle stage, and has weights 

2 and 3 on both sides of a rotation center 0, one weight 3 
with a mass smaller than that of the other weight 2 is 
abutted against the reticle R, an each of the tension 

springs 4 allows each of the weight 3 to be pressed to the reticle R through rotation. 
Movement rate of the reticle stage is accelerated and throughput is improved, since the reticle 
is fixed surely and held by integrating the sample holder into a scanning exposure apparatus 
as a holding means of the reticle. 
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